A history lesson one room at a time   

South Branch Inn contest open to the public

MARLA PISCIOTTA Hampshire Review Staff

ROMNEY — In an effort to spur tourism in Hampshire and Hardy counties, Kelly Williams, general manager of South Branch Inns, is targeting tourism, one room at a time.

Williams will be displaying history in the 61 rooms at the South Branch Inn in Romney and 100 rooms at the South Branch Inn in Moorefield.

“I want to name each room after a place to visit, a historic building, area or an event,” said Williams.

For instance, Williams said she plans to showcase a room such as the Davis House.  

The door to that particular room would have a brass plate designating it as the “Davis House” room.

Inside, the wall would have two large displays of old and new pictures of the Davis House, written history, newspaper or magazine articles and perhaps a map. The entire collage will be covered with plexiglas and hanging on the wall.

“We will be using anything pertinent that would help people learn about the place and hopefully develop an interest to come back to   see more or want to visit the area,” said Williams.

Williams said she would like to see history teachers take the project of collecting “history” data to their classes.

“Anyone in a student’s family that may have been in the Civil War. Perhaps a picture of a great-grandfather,” said Williams.

Williams said all original photos and data would be scanned and originals would be returned.

“I will give credit on the display to anyone that would like their name on the collage,” said Williams.

Williams said she would be designating a Civil War room. Other rooms will showcase places on the National Register of Historic Places, such as the Sloan-Parker house.

Williams also plans to feature highway markers and Civil War Trail signs.

“I would like to do one room on the history of hunting and fishing in Hampshire County,” said Williams.

 “I am asking the community for pictures, newspaper clippings, post cards — anything that would help with the history of Hampshire County,” said Williams.

To encourage people to participate, Williams is holding a contest for   those providing information.

She is offering prizes of $150, $100 and $75.

Contest rules are arbitrary — no rules.  Judging will be on the unusual and not easily accessible data or an awesome photo that the public has never seen. 

Williams said it should take about a year or two to complete the entire project for both Hampshire and Hardy counties.

“I plan to do one room at a time and move to the next room. I’ll be working on both hotels at the same time,” said Williams.  She hopes to have the first room completed by Memorial Day.

The list of room projects Williams is planning follows.

Williams said the contest deadline is May 31. Send information to Kelly Williams, general manager, South Branch Inn Moorefield, 1500 US 220 North, Moorefield, WV 26836, call 304-538-2033 or email at sbranchn@hardynet.com for more information.

	South Branch Inn Romney Art for Rooms

	Events
	 
	Highway Historical Markers

	Hampshire Heritage Days/Heritage Fest
	 
	Mechanicburg Gap

	Arnold Corn Maze
	 
	Romney 1861-1865

	Colonial Festival
	 
	Indian Mound

	Hampshire County Fair
	 
	Romney 1762

	Capon Bridge Founders Day
	 
	Early Memorial

	George Washington in Hampshire County
	 
	High Knob

	French/Indian War in Hampshire County
	 
	Capon Springs

	Revolutionary War in Hampshire County
	 
	Hampshire county-3 markers

	 Burlington Apple Harvest Festival? (Mineral Co)
	 
	Northwest Turnpike

	 
	 
	Mount Bethel Church

	Places to See
	 
	Bloomery Gap skirmish/Iron Furnace

	Fort Edwards
	 
	Civil War Trail Markers

	Ice Mountain
	 
	Bloomery Gap

	Potomac Eagle
	 
	Jackson's Headquarters

	The Bottling Works
	 
	Camp Washington

	Davis History House
	 
	Jacob Sheetz

	Monument/Parson's Bell Tower
	 
	Captain Stump

	Taggart Hall & Museum
	 
	Romney in the Civil War

	WV School for Deaf & Blind
	 
	Engagement at Romney

	Nathanial Mountain
	 
	Wire Bridge

	Short Mountain
	 
	Hampshire County Courthouse

	Horseback Riding
	 
	Oriskany Sand - 2 markers

	Canoeing/Rafting/fishing in Hampshire County
	 
	Caudy's Castle

	Old Pine Church in Purgitsville
	 
	Braddock's Gap

	Capon Chapel in Capon Bridge
	 
	Blue's Gap Battle

	The Brick House in Springfield
	 
	Hanging Rocks

	Valley View In Romney
	 
	Fort Foreman

	Fort Kuykendall in Romney
	 
	Stonewall Jackson

	Hooks Tavern in Capon Bridge
	 
	Pin Oak Fountain

	Historic District of North River Mills
	 
	 

	Hickory Grove, Romney
	 
	National Register Historic Places

	 
	 
	Capt David Pugh House

	
	 
	Sloan-Parker House

	
	 
	Fort Van Meter

	
	 
	Wilson-Wodrow-Mytinger House

	
	 
	Literary Hall

	
	 
	Old District Parsonage

	
	 
	Hampshire Co Courthouse

	
	 
	Kuykendall Polygonal Barn

	
	 
	Sycamore Dale

	
	 
	Washington Bottom Farm

	
	 
	Scanlon Farm (log house)


	South Branch Inn Moorefield Art for Rooms

	Events
	 
	Civil War Trail Markers

	Heritage Weekend
	 
	Mill Island

	WV Poultry Festival
	 
	Presbyterian Church

	Quartets on Parade
	 
	McMechen Inn

	Tri-County Fair
	 
	Battle of Moorefield 1 & 2

	Jenkins Chapel 

Annual Ramp Dinner/ Ramps in Hardy County
	 
	Freemont's Camp

	Mathias Turkey Festival
	 
	Woodlawn

	Country Store Opry
	 
	Wardensville

	Lost River Classic Bike Race (& The Barn)
	 
	Cemetery

	Horseback Riding/Bulls Barrels Rodeo
	 
	Mathias Homestead

	Lost River Craft Museum 
	 
	 

	 Top Kick’s Military Museum (Grant Co)
	 
	Highway Historical Markers

	 
	 
	Lost River's First Church

	Places to See
	 
	Fort Pleasant

	Lost River State Park
	 
	Heritage Weekend Tiles

	George Washington National Forest
	 
	Lee Cabin

	Monongahela National Forest
	 
	The Willows

	Valley View Golf Course & Oakland Hall
	 
	Ingleside

	West Whitehill Winery
	 
	Hickory Hill

	Historic Moorefield
	 
	Sunnybrook Farm

	Shopping in Hardy County
	 
	Noah Synder Farm

	Corridor H Overlook (scenic overlooks in county)
	 
	Travelor's Rest

	Indians of Hardy County
	 
	Gamble Home

	George Washington in Hardy County
	 
	Moomau Home

	Motorcycling in Hardy County
	 
	Willow Wall

	Trout Pond Recreation Area
	 
	Old Fields Church

	Perry Wildlife Zoo
	 
	Peter Casey House

	Warden Lake
	 
	Old Stone Tavern

	Canoeing/Rafting/Fishing in Hardy County
	 
	Capt James Parsons House

	Hunting in Hardy County
	 
	Mountain View Farm

	Smoke Hole Caverns? (Grant Co)
	 
	Bowen House

	Potomac Eagle & History of Train in Hardy County
	 
	Cullers Run School

	Dolly Sods? (Tucker Co)
	 
	Stump Cabin

	Blackwater Falls? (Tucker Co)
	 
	George Eberly House

	Fort Mulligan (Grant Co)?
	 
	Rosedale House

	Farming in SBV
	 
	Emmanual Episcopal church

	Moorefield
	 
	Lobb House

	Gen. Joseph Neville
	 
	Oak Hurst

	McNeill's Raid
	 
	PT Shearer House

	Hardy County Markers-3 of them
	
	Angus M. Inskeep House

	Howard's Lick/Jackson's Home
	
	Funkhouser Farm

	Lost river
	
	McCoy Theater

	Oriskany Sand
	
	Harper House

	Wardensville - 2 markers
	
	Frye Home

	Mt Olive Church/Lost and Found
	
	The Parsonage

	 
	
	Chipley Home Place

	National Register Historic Places
	
	

	Lost River General Store
	
	

	1st Hardy County Courthouse
	
	

	Buena Vista Farms
	
	

	The Meadows
	
	

	Wilson/Kuykendall Farm
	
	

	Francis Kotz Farm
	
	

	Nicolas Switzer House
	
	

	Garrett Van Meter House
	
	


